






apr’ 
' LEGATION OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 





Jidda, Saudi Arabia, September 21, 1942, 


Subject: News Films for Distribution in 
By Saudi Arabia. 


ee 
; The Secretary of State, 


Washington. 
Sir: : 
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt, on Septem 
ber 14, 1942, of several envelopes containing press re 
photo material sent out by the Department, presumably 


for distribution to local papers and periodicals. Earli 





Beaton. nr as 
in the present.month similar matter was received from 
ee: ) ues Elmer W. Lower 


Ci aviticg soe 


} ; ¥ Oyrpyey AECpON 





Mr. Elmer W. Lower, Photo Editor of the Office of War In- 
formation in Cairo. | 

- There is only one periodical publication in Saudi 
Arabia. That is the "Umm Ul-Qura", the official gazette . 
of the Saudi Government, issued weekly in Mecca. It is 
in no sense a newspaper. Its principal aim is to publi- 
cize official announcements, judicial notices, activities 
of the ruling family, etc., and any news which is included 
is only incidental to its primary purpose. So far as can 
be ascertained, it uses no photographic material. 

In view of these circumstances, it would appear that 
there is no benefit to be derived from press photo material 
sent to Jidda, and that it can be used to better advantage 
elsewhere. The Legation in Cairo has been asked to advise 
Mr. Lower of the local situation. 

P tr the Department, or the Office of War Information 
in Cairo, has newsreels or other films for distribution, 
it is believed that they could be used advantageously here. 
The Saudi (royal) family has pretecters in Riyadh, and 
Shaikh Abdullah Suleiman, Minister of Finance, has a pro- 
jector in Al-Kharj. There are at present no facilities 


for public showings, but the present organization of Saudi 





Arabia makes a limited showing to royalty and high officials 
incomparably more important than wide distribution. 
If the Department could arrange for films to be sent 
to this Legation periodically for presentation to the Royal 
Family and high officials, it is believed that the result 
would be beneficial. It would be vain to hope that any 
films 


an 






ee 


| 
ned and later recovered; and any mention 


Mewould tend to diminish the good effect 


on. 














The - sound projector, and the Crown 


Prince a 35 mig tor. Any film should be in- 


his 


telligible to an Speaking audience. 


A limited ni | small posters reproducing photo- 
graphs could crete ut into circulation, though this 
field is reasonably Povered by the British already. 
Titles should be in 
It should be rer 
sentations and reprodwe¢d 
late in Saudi Arabia. | 


pictures and other designg @uraging idolatry does not 







t 


Respectfully! Fou 


My: agg jr., 
yf ad interim. 


To the Department in triplicates 
Copy to Legation at Cairo. 
891 = a 
JSM2/jhs 


x 


em injunction against images, 


In reply refer to 
RC 890F.4061 Motion 


Pioctures/l 


My dear Mr. Riskin: 


As of possible interest, there is transmitted the 


following excerpt from despatch no. 51 of September 21, 


1942, received by the Department from the Legation at 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia: 


“4 | ) 


NOV gy 104°? 


Mr. Robert Riskin, 


[3 


aes 
wk, New York, New York. 
RC: MR: ES 


"If the Department, or the Office of War Infor- 
mation in Cairo, has newsreels or other films for 
distribution, it is beliewed that they could be used 
advantageously here. The Saudi (royal) family has 
projectors in Riyadh, and Shaikh Abdullah Suleiman, 
Miiynister of Finance, has a projector in Al-Kharj. 
There are at present no facilities for public showings, 
but the present organization of Saudi Arabia makes 
a limited showing to royalty and high officials 
incomparably sore important than wide distribution. 


“If the Department could arrange for films to be 
sent to this Legation periodically for presentation 
to the Royal mily and high officials, it is believed 
that the result would be beneficial. It would be vain 
to hope that any films could be loaned and later 
recovered; and any mention of expected return would 
tend to diminish the good effect on the Arabs concerned. 


"The King has a 16 mm. sound projector, and the 
Crown Prince a 35 mm. sound projector. Any film should 
be intelligible to an Arabic-speaking audience. 


Bincerely yours, : — 4 


John M. Begk 
Assistant Chief 
Division of Cultural Relations 


Chief, Motion Picture Division, 
Overseas Branch, 
Office of War Information 
224 West fty-seventh Street, 


wer 
11/15/42 NE / ws 


1907 ° A063 


WO1TLON 


I/SsyY¥nLold 


OWA/Sd 


vember 25, 1042 


no. /6 


To the American Chargé d’Affaires ad interin, 
Jidda. 


The Secretary of State has received despateh no. 51 
of September 21, 1942 from the Chargé @' Affaires ad interim 
at Jidda, Saudi Arahia, requesting newsreels in Arabic for 
display to the royal family and Government officials. 

The Department plans to rescore in Arabic a gininum 
of twelve nontheatrical motion pictures, in addition to 
newsreels. It is hoped that this number may be increased 
to at least twenty-four. 

The Ghargé 4' Affaires ad interim will be informed 
of further developments in this project. 

Nontheatrical filme now are available through the 
Department in English, Spanish, and Portuguese. Rescoring 
in Chinese, Hindustani, and other languages is contemplated. 


890F .4061 Motion Pietures/1 


Y 


NO'ILOWN 190¥7°sS063 


W/saynlold 


rr / pwr 
Pray / ))' 
pow V 22 198ery 





el ‘ka /9/e2 


OWA/Sd 





Jidda, Saudi Arabia, January 5, 1943 


2u) s 
Subject: Request for a l6mm Motion Picture eter ere 
for the Legation in Jidda. i; 
Lu Lada) pe m 
. = 2 , 
We The Bucs 1A} 
ms he a, The “Bain of State, 
when a Shington. 
wo = 2 ra) 
- Sirf - 





I have the honor to refer to the Vepartment's 
instruction no. 16, dated November 23, 1942, concerning 
the Department's plan to rescore in Arabic a number of 
non-theatrical films, in addition to acca yap vos ! 


As pointed out in this Legation's Peri 4 no# 51 
of September 21, 1942, the use of motion pictures’ for 
exhibit to the Royal Family and Government officials is 
one of the few feasible inethods of creating favorable 
publicity in Saudi Arabia for the cause of the United 
Nations and certainly the most effective. 


<= 
| you Films for exhibition in Saudi Arabia must, however, 
be carefully previewed for suitability before being re- 
leased to the Royal Family or shown toodfficials of the 


Government. The British Legation in Jidda is now 
, fz equipped with a 35mm projector and is able to perform the 
os previewing service for films of this size, whether 
aC Cad supplied from the United States or from Great Britain. 
No légm projector: is available in Jidda for the showing of | 


films to local officials or for previewing films destined 
siatl -4 ‘for the Royal Family at Riyadh. : 


a4. : It is believed that the use of films in Saudi Arabia is 

[ a. worthwhile undertaking justifying the expense involved in 
supplying this Legation with a 16mm sound projector, 
preferably a Bell and Howell, and a screen. 


. 
2 
Be 
3 
3 
2 
: 
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Respectfully yours 






J. farold Shullaw 
argé d'affaires ad interim 





To Department in triplicate. 
Copy to Legation at Cairo. 
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wis "TION LiAIS@ 
9 840.6 wo" : B 
ae JHS/c jm 1 JUN 1 0 1948 . 
t . hoe cS os =" ; 
. x . MS epartment be = 


te, Jol 
So the American Ghargé 4'Affaires af interia, 
Ji déa. 


The Secretary of State refers to despatch no. 75 
eof January 6, 1943, requesting a 16 am. sound motion 
pieture prejestor and a serem fer the Legation's use. 
The Chargé @' Affaires of interim fe sdvised thet the 
Office of Var Information has deep requested te supply 
the desired equipment end te provide 16 an. nevereels 
in Arabie and in English for display on the projector. 


890F.4061 Motion Pietures/2 


——— 


z/SaYNLO!d NO! LOW 190¥7 ° S068 


Delayed by mise ing | %. 
“previ ous“ 
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-omiary 18, 1063 


In reply refer to 
RG 6907 .4061 Motion 
Pictures/2 


My dear Mr. Riskin: 


Reference is made to an informal conversation be- 
tween Mr. Watkins of your office and an officer of the 
Department of State ao 16 mm. sound projection 
@quipment to be shipped presently by your office to the 
following places: 


Chungking, China 

Chengtu, China 

Cairo, Egypt, or Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
Alexandria, teyp 

Braszaville, French Equatorial Africa 
Loanda, Angola 

Damaseus, Syria 

Barcelona, Spain 

Beirut, Lebanon 


There is enclosed a copy of despatoh no. 76 of 
January 6, 1943, from the Legation at Jidda, Saudi Arabia, 
requesting 16 mm. sound motion picture projection equip- 
ment. Sinee the Department's records show that three 
16 mm. sound projectors are available in Cairo, Egypt, 
it ie suggested that the third projestor of the above 
group be assigned to Jidda. 


The Department hae supplied a projector to its 
Legation at Beirut, Lebanon. The machine you intend to 
send to Beirut could be forwarded inetead to one of the 
offices listed below: 


(In order 


Mr. Robert Riskin, 
Chief, Motion Picture Division, 
Overseas Branch, 
Office of War Information, 
224 West Fifty-seventh Street, 
New York, New York. 


1907 ° 4068 
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if 16 us. - soo ae peegeetion 
available to Scevace B fablishsents the 
ayes walt» be pleased co commas © 


Sineerely yours, 


Jom XM. 
Assistant ef 
Division of Guitural Relations 


Enclosure: 


Despatch no. 75 of 
1/6/43 from Jidda, 
Saudi Arabia. 





pat, \ yw 


WEB 45 1943N EU NE 


os R hn 








itr 
vifly 


CHP SY “hertecsnn un ¥° 


a 








SY Ok ee met no? 
SERVICE ADMIN = y 
No. 89 At) 
oh ° 





SEPARI OG af 





1943 





february 24, 


WW 
Fes ct: Motion Picture “uegtionnaire of eet ditt: 


a3 the lanai of shi ee | y = 


e etary of PA 


5 hington. 





Co<x LF te 
: Af : Cis a 
I have the honor to r o the Jepartn 

, Circular instruction, D, 5, 3649, dated Januar ~ = 
(Me? 1943 and to the letter of the Bureau of Foreign and nd pe 
ied Domestic Commerce dated December 16, 1942 which was fa t3 ~ ot 
c enclosed with the instruction undey reference. Oa, Bey 
-o ? n & po ~ 
c ay Conditions in Saudi Arabia are of such a nature wat = 

,, \} that adherence to the form of ouestionnaire prepared by 
ly the Department of Commerce would not be productive of ONES J 
tx, true picture of the situation prevailing in this cast po, ee 
/ with regsrd to motion pictures. In the first place, Rr» 
} motion pictures are rererded by many of the people, J 
particularly in the interior, as idolatrous representations ce 


of the human form and as such forbidden by the Koran. It 
is true that the Royal "amily owns projectors and enjoys 
regular showings at Riyadh of films supplied by the British 
Government. Propaganda films in the past few months heve 
also been shown by the British Legation in Jidda to select 
eroups of Arab officials with apparent pood effect. The 
generally uncertain attitude of the religious leaders and 
the populace as a whole, however, precludes the possibility 


&/ Ss 


of general showings of films. There are no m n picture . 
theatres in 4 e, country. rece “oO L 4 
J F16CMIIY NA Bec d fs 
Tis Horation 8 hg ne of September = |' % 

21, 1942, /62 of October 17, 1942, an&y75 a January 5, 19% 


have set forth the advantages to be expected from the 


presentation of films to the Royal F 
ing of motion pictures to local Saudf “rabian officials in 
Jidda. It is believed that if the Yeration can be supplied 
with a 16 mm sound motion picture pfojector either by the 
Department or by the Office of Yar Information, and with 
films of this size, that the expenges involved will be more 
that justified by the favorable regults to ” jean aaa 








Mhiptas 
Kespectfull your ery 
o vert it 6 “k 
“1 4A« . < ities Shullaw 
cd d'affaires ad intertm——--——- —' 
To Department/“in triplicate. 5 oe acai 
891/840 .6 ohn as sam acaaieiseaniona 
6 poo LGoG ” 
JHS/c jm 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION 


224 WEST 571TH STREET sama. 
“gf CULTURAL pe, ;> 
NEW YORK CITY “evan OF OE (ye ALA) ~ 
a SOULE. "NS 


7) a 
_ Ae TMENT OFS ais 


ACESS me? i 
Zs | 


JUL 21 \943 


NO, pivision OF 
Mr. John M. Begg My ano 82 
Division of Cultural Relations SSSICATIONS ATT 


Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 







Ny 
I 





Dear Mr. Begg: 


I am enclosing herewith correspondence relative to the dis- 
tribution of the eight 16mm sound projectors for which the 
State Department furnished priorities. 


This distribution was decided in a telephone conversation 
between Mr. Charles Goldsmith of OWI and Mr. Adamson of your 
office. We will advise you when these projectors go forward. 














F Tame 
Vw fee Sincerely 
29 a 
o / 
4? 
Bureaw of |Motion Pictures 
Overseas Branch 
as 
ay \SION ed CURa eS 
; MATION Bais - 
wor Ong 
HKsip 
enc JUN 5 () 1943 
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Sir/Sd 
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dune 26, 1945 


Guarlie Fine 


TOs 


Marry Keeiner 


PROM 


of April 26th regarding « 


Department that we send « lézm 


Rk sip 


Jaume 26, 1943 


MEMORAN DUM 
We Geerge Hummel 
PROM: Barry Kosiner 


I am emelosing a copy of a memorandum I sent to Charlie Fine 
regarding a projecter originally requested for Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. 


Charlie Geldemith has discussed the distribution of equipment 
with Mr. Adamson of the State Department and it has been de- 
eided that the eight projectors for which we gave you a priority 
yesterday are to be sent to the following: 


the State Department is going to furnish projectors for Jidda, Arabia 
end Canberra, Australia. 


If we have any trouble getting shipping space when these projectors 
are delivered, Mr. Adamson suggested that we let him know so that he 
may communicate with Mr. Howard Fyfe, U.S. Dispatch Agent, who will 
errange to ship then as diplomatic freight. 


7. reply refer to Tuy 20. 


My dear Mr. Riskin: 


The receipt is acknowledged Of Mr. Kosiner's 
letter of June 26, 1943 and its enclosures, copies 
of two memoranda regarding the purchase and 4i stri- 
bution of 16 mm. motion picture projectors. 


Mr. Adamson informed me of the desire of the 
Overseas Branch of the Office of War Information to 
send projectors to Brazzaville, Bizerte and Honolulu 
instead of Kenya, Loanda and Canberra as suggested in 
the enclosure to my letter of June 21, 1943. It is 
hoped that unite can be sent to the three latter places 
at an early date. 


There is apparently mme misunderstand regard- 
ing the provision of equipment to Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
and Canberra, Australia. It was understood in a con- 
vereation with Mr. Watkins of your office that a unit 
to have been shipped to Cairo, Egypt, by the Office 
War Information would be smt instead to Jiddéa. a 
was confirmed in my letter to you dated February 16, 
1943. Films sent by the Department to its offices in 
Canberra and Sydney, Australia, have found outlets through 
Australian organizations but projection equipmmt has 
not been provided nor does it appear likely that a 
machine can be sent by the Department. 


The Department has ordered a transformer for the 
16 mm. Bell and Howell motion picture projector taken 
to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, by the American Minister. 


Mr. Robert Riskin, 
Chief, Motion Picture Division, 
Overseas Branch, Office of War Information, 


224 West Fifty-seventh Street, 
New York, New York. 


190¥v ° 3068 


y/SAYNLO!d NO!LOW 


SLF/Sd 


as 


2 


Aectietant, Chie 


Division of Gulturel Relations 


rd 


TEL! . . OCT OB ” 


HEL au da >’ 
This telegram must be 
paraphrased before being .—e OMAR hd 1943 
communicated to anyone FROM | 7 
. other than a Governmental Reo'a "e586 Pem. 
: agency. (BR) 
40 WAVE 
enoiTAdy 
Secretary of State, egnos . 
e washington, ne 
p° 
100, august 27, noon, 190 f OD tire |» 


A 


S/S3YNLO!d NO! LOW 19Qr* 3068 


Referring Department's instruction No. 32 2. 


\- 
ge | 
? k Cy March 18, : \ al 
aur Please advise date when motion picture we . 


can be expected to reach Jidda, 


WSB 
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| . 
A, 


In 


to 


RG 890F.4061 Motion Pictures/5 


My dear Mr. Riekint 

I refer to my recent letter to you and its sugges- 
tions for the allocation of 60 new 16 mm. motion picture 
projectors in the f1 14. Among these was one to be 
assigned to Jidda, Saudi Arabia. 

The Department is in receipt of a cable from the 
American Mission in Jiddéa asking when the projector 
may be expected to reach Jidda. Will you be good 
enough to let me know what reply should be mde to the 
Miseion? 

Sineerely yours, 


Charles A. P 
Acting Aesistant Chief 
Divieion of Cultural Relations 


erseas 
224 West Fifty-seventh Street, 


P9430 New York, New York. 


cc: Mr. Carroll vA 
Mr. Barnard eo Ss 
= [L 


nor ofan 9/7/43 VE uy) i 


Branch | 
Office of War Information, am 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
ERE ENEENNTTTES RESTRICTED 
: CLEAR 
Bepartuent of State ~ berth 
Washington, 
a 1945 . 
/ . *\, ’ 
AMERICAN LEGARTION, & 
~——AMLEGATION, 
: JIDDA (SAUDI ARABIA). 
¢ F? ol. FIRST 
<A Your 100, August 27, Arrival motion picture 
oe projector Jidda will be delayed some months 
0 because of difficulty securing priorities. 
x» 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION 


224 WEST 57TH STREET <u Ry, 
NEW YORK CITY wes qe e 





ils 
; ~"MENT OF 
| hie MENT 
é Sih apaptaiber 17, 1943 
Pte Pen 
\ 
Mr. Charles A. 
Division of Cultur 
-(\* Department of State 
\ Washington, D. C. 
\ 
my RE: RC 890%.4061 Motion Pictures/5 
. y Dear Mr. Page: 
e) 
A Mr. Riskin has requested me to reply to your letter of 
{ September 9th regarding the 14mm motion picture projec- 


tor for Jidda, Saudi Arabia. 


Our Purchasing Department is having some difficulty in 
obtaining immediate release of 14mm motion picture pro- 
jectors from PWB. They are now trying to obtain a 
higher priority end I hope to be able to let you know 
within a week or ten days when we can expect to ship 
the projector required for Jidda. 


Sincerel 


u of Motion Pictures 
rseas Branch 
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September 17, 1943 


Tir. Charles A. Page 

Division of Cultural Relations 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 


RE: RC 890¥.4061 Motion Pictures/5 
Dear fir. Page: 


Mr. Riskin has requested me to reply to your letter of 
9th regarding the 14mm motion picture projeo- 
ter for Jidda, Saudi Arabia. 


Our Purchasing Department is heving sone difficulty in 
obtaining immediate release of lim wotien pieture pro- 
jeetors from PWB. They are now tr, ing to obtein a 
higher priority end I hope to be able to let you know 
within a week or ten days when we can expect to ship 
the projector required for Jidda. 


ety i aeali 


Sted 
UIS LOBER 
Assistant Chief 


Bureau of Motion Pictures 
Overseas Branch 


Lir:ip 


RE eee 
. 





pe 







Secretary of State, 
Vashington. 


A@w2 October 31, 10:00 p.m. Vision OF 
si a mii e cEAR EASTERN AFFA 






9904,+/06! A#./2. 
as $168 13, 2 


Reference Derartrent's In 6tion no. 
404 fost asa [x 
1943 and telegram no./82, October 1, 19L% 
P90L Yoo! MA // 
As ena in Legation's despatches/51, SeDtenber 


; VIC: Yotsl MASa 
21, 1942, and/75, Jatuery 5, 1943, motion pictures constitute 


190% ° 4068 


one of the few feasible methods of creating favorable 
publicity in Saudi Arabia and certainly they are the most 
effective and the most economical. Motion pictures can in- 
crease interest in the United States, and contribute to the 
development of friendly relations between the two countries. 
The British Legation in cidda has been showing films with 
@ood effect for over a yoar,. 

This Legation, unlike the missions in many other 


countries, cannot use alternate methods of propaganda; and, / 


LAS AYN LO td NO! LOW 


it is therefore urged that a motion picture projector be 
supplied to this Legation, even if it must be diverted fron 


sone-other-post, preferably one near by. 
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PREPARING orrice TO BE TRANSMITTED 
ee Fexecram SENT SECRET 
Full rate CONFIDENTIAL 
ae ee 
Charge Department Bepartuent of State AIRGRAM 
Full rate Wek PLAIN 
Night letter —_— 
Charge to : 
ii DEC9 1943 





JIDDA, (SAUDI ARABIA), 


d 
Your A-25,/October 31, 10:00 a.m., 1943, 
United States Despatch Agent in New York is being 


requested to ship to you as soon as possible 16 mn, 


nt Victor Animatograph projector and accessories at present 
\ in his possession which cannot be shipped to original 
destination, Instruction follows, 
Huet 
(pS) 
890F, 4061 Motion Pictures/7 
J TS / (\K 
. MA 11/16/43 cu NE EU. 
Enciphered by . .......------.-------------- 
Sel yp te __..........------ M,, ..--------------- Ns ciecncees sheath aoita a 
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In P refer to 
RG F.4061 Motion Pictures/7 


Dear Mr. Fyfe 


Reference is made to the Department's letter of 
August 27, 1945, and to previous cerrespondence con- 
cerning motion pieture equipment and films which you 
have received for forwarding to the Vatican. 


Sinee it is impossible to ship this material, in 
view of the situation in Italy, it is requested that 
the two eases containing the motion picture Dining bagh 
an@ accessories be shipped as soon as peans to the 
American Legation at Jidéa, Saudi Arabia 


It would be appreciated if you could remove from 
the five eases and ship to the Legation at 
Jidda, with the projector and accessories, the following 
files whieh are on safety stock: 





The remainder 


JVs 


Mr. Howard Fyfe, 
U. S&S. Despateh Agent, 
United States Government 


~~ 
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of the filme shoul4 be returned 
to the fone De Department informed when 


Gineerely youre, 
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yey of Gulfwral Relations 
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To the Officer in Charge of the American Mission, 
Jidda. 


The Secretary of State refers to airgram No, A-26 
of December 9, 1945 to the Officer in Charge, stating 
that the United States Despatch Avent in New York was 
being instructed to ship to Jidda a 16 mm. Victor 
Animatograph motion picture projector and accessories, 

a The shipment consists of the following items: 


a 1 16 mm. Victor Animatograpr Model 40 motion 
% picture projector, complete with speaker 

Ny and Da-Lite Screen on tripod, 

Sete amplifier replacement tubes 

750W clear 12-hour projector lamps 

Sets wire spring belts 

Exciter lamps 

Fhoto electric cell 

Model D 7 T American hand microvhone 

Bottles of projector oil 

Fusea (2 amperes each) 

One-ounce bottles film cement 

16 mm. Craig Senior S3plicer 

1600' - 16 mm. reel 


The following films were included in the above 


i 
PrRENRMPRANNYND 


shipment: 
oe Raid Warden 


ceinaten at of Inter-American Affairs) 


Because 3o Cared 
(Willard Pictur ~— 


yes See - Mr. Hansen) 
Tpekce, tne Fe eoees ns) 


3 
oN (oer Films Custodians) 


* Power 
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~2- 
ToNer andthe Land 
Department of Agriculture) 
rvant of the “guute 
eaching Films Custodians) 
Strike 
(Teaching Films Custodians) 


Campus on the March 
(Office of War Information) 


Co Guard Song Short 
Office of War Information) 


OPP ine oF Wor Terorm tion) 

The receipt of the eguinment and fiims should be 
acknowledged promptly end reports on the display of 
films should he subeibtwd in accordance with the 
provisions of the circular instruction of November 8, 
1945 entitled "Restatement of Bases of the Government's 
Informative Documentary 16 mm. Motion Picture Program", 
This circular instruction should also serve as a guide 


in the operation of the nontheatrical motion picture 


progran, 


890F .4061 Motion Pictures/7 
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Hovember 23, 1943. 


Dear Mr. Taylor: 


I am sorry to hear of your present aneapes3 3y-- 
but Miss Bushwaller informs me that you havé, ered 


and will be back with us next week. 

Meanwhile I should like to obtain your approval 
of a decision which hae been taken here in our Division 
of Cultural Relations. You will remember that a motion 
picture prejeetor was purchased for Harold Tittmann 
after your return from Vatican City in 1942. 
wae shipped to Hew York, but for ome reason or another, 


principally shipping difficulties, the projector has 
never gone forward. It would now be impractical to send 


The sachine 


the projector to Vatican City even if facilities existed. 


Consequently I told our Cultural Relations Division several 


weeks ago that nothing further should be done in view of 
the military situation in the Rome area. It is now con- 
templated to send the prejector the American Legation 
at Jidda (Saudi ivabias where PChargé 4'affaires hae 
expressed a most urgent need for one. If you have no 
objection I shall initial a letter to our Despatch Agent 


in New York telling him to divert this projector to the 
Legation at Jidda. 


wi? Sincerely yours, 


J. Wesley Jones 


The Honorable 
Myron C. Taylor, 
71 Broadway, 
New York, New York. 
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Hovenber 25, 1945. 


Dear Mr. Taylor: 


T am sorry to hear of your present incapacity, 
but Mies Buehwaller informs se that you have recovered 
an@ will be back with use next week. 


Meanwhile I should like to obtein your approval 
of a Gecision which hae been taken here in our Division 
of Cultural Relations. You will remember that a motion 
pieture projector was purchased for Harold Tittaana 
after your return from Vatican City in 1942. The machine 
was ehipped te Hew York, but for one reason or another, 
prinei shipping 4iffieculties, the projeetor has 
never gone forward. It would now be impractical to send 
the projeetor to Vatican City even if facilities existed. 
Consequently I told our Cultural Helations Division several 
weeks ago that nothing further should be done in view of 
the military situation in the Rome area. It is now con- 
templated te send the projector to the American ECegation 
at Jidd@a (Saudi avehie) where the Chargé 4'Affaires hes 
expreseed a most urgent need for one. If you have no 
objeetion I shall initial a letter to our Despateh Agent 
in New York telling him to divert this projector to the 
Legation at Jidda. 


Sinoerely yours, 


J. Vesley Jones 


The Honorable 
Myron C. Taylor, 
71 Broadway, 
New York, New York. 
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71 BROADWAY 
New YoRK 


December 6 1943 





of 

¢g4 J. Wesley Jones, Esq., 
Department of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Dear Mr. Jones, 


Thank you for your letter of 
November 23d. I caught a bad chill 


but I have fully recovered now. 
I was sorry to miss you last week, 


and I do approve the plan with respect 


Hee 
| 


to the motion picture projector, origin- 


ally purchased for Mr. Tittmann, now 
being sent to the American Legation at 


oO 
Jidda because of the circumstances pow 


obtaining in Rome. £ 
Loe) 


—_ ata ee I A 
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With best regards, believe me, 


Sincerely yours, 





FROM 
14W0 X 23/21 Gevt. 
OD-New York, N. Y., 11:24 a.m., Dec. 17, 1943. 
‘John it. 
Assistant ef, Division of Cultural Relations, 
Washington, D. C. 


ReLet December ninth RC S90F . 4061 Motion pictures/7 


We check twe reels Grand Canyon. Telegraph immediately 
if both should be sent Jidda. 


2 04: f6 rf ; eee Agent. 
th fn Gina 


11355 a.m. 
aud, 
gop 


ii a 
~ 


t 
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TO BE TRANSMITTED 


PREPARING OFFICE 
ee TELEGRAM SENT cui 
Nit ltr a ee. . 
fins Roto ail Departnent of State nunanaa 
rate 
Night lotter Washington, DEC 211 1943 
Charge to 


MR. H FYFE, 
UNITED STATES DESPATCH AGENT, 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT DESPATCH AGENCY, 


45 BROADWAY, 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK, 


Referring your telegram seventeenth only 


larger of two reels of Grand Canyon should be 


sent to Jidda, 
G& wm Sy 


John M, Begg 
Assistant Chief 
Division of Cultural Relations 


7 
oR 
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RC:BUD:KMS 12/22/43 


U. 6. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—25203-1 
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LEGATION OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Jiada, Saudi Arabia, December 29, 1943 


Subject: Estimate Funds Required in Fiscal 1944 
for Motion Picture Progran. 





us bash) am a : 
S = z salog a TAI -20-SY 
w) = 2 , AN L® j oma ‘ 
ou = The of State, ie «/ SOF: 
Tu= .  +Zthshington. =e 
Fm 32 Ly 
= : =< 2, 
< I nave the honor to refer to the Department's un- 


numbered cfireular instruction (file no. 800.4061 Motion 
Pictures 7333a) dated November 6, 1943 and, in accordance 
with the instructions contained therein, to submit an 


estimate of funds required for the operation of a motion - 

4 Pieture program by this Legation during the remainder of © 

fv" the present fiscal year. ‘ 

\ ao The Legation’s prejector, when received, will be = 
+s v iy ; installed on the Legation premises. It is not likely — 
that any showings will be given outside the city except = 
perhaps for an unusual film which may be shown in Taif -" 

for the Minister of Foreign Affairs. All replacement parts G 

and accessory equipment will have to be obtained from the ~ 


Id 


United States, or perhaps from Cairo. In view of the fore- - 
going it is not anticipated that the motion picture program mi: 
of this Legation will involve many expenses in the 5 
immediate future. 1 Sa wuaeniibel Week we Kktoeed at 208 1D 
for the balance of the fisca) year should be ample to meet — 
email incidental expenditures in connection with the ies 

eter’ enamnidlh, \ siete 
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SECRET 
Se TELEGRAM SENT es 
Charge Deparment: Bepartment of. State ss 
Charge to This te egrem 
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Lefe 


GATION, 7 
\/  JIDDA, (SAUDI ARABIA). 


/@ 


Reference your request for funds to operate 
motion picture program during remainder of present 
fiscel year, as contained in your despatch no, 76 
of December 29, 1945, inasmucn as equipment has 
only recently been shipped, it ie believed vou will 


not need entire allotment of $100,00 requested, 


1967 ° 3068 


SWS/Sd Off/B3yNLO!d NO!LON 


»” \e You are authorized to expend $60.00 for operational 
% expenses in connection with motion picture program 
in Saudi Arabia for fiscal 19448 Should circumstances 
warrant, you may request a supplementary allotment, 
Charge these expenditures in your regular account 
for reimbursement by the Office of War Information 
in sccordance with Section V-45 of Foreign Service 
Regulations and note on each voucher D,S, 955, 
y 
d : [ye fee 
gO Oya SENT eats 
ALS a 
Ta how 890F,4061 Motion Pictures/10 +g 
alistnee ‘MPREO :KMS =: 1/20/44 owt hy PH. -S3 


In reply refer to 
TD 


My deer Governor Milliken: 
I enelose for your information a copy of a despatch 
of March 16, 1946 reeeived from the American Legation 
. at Jidda, Saudi Arabia, with reference to the motion 
picture situation in that country. 
Sincerely yours, 


Prancis Colt de Wolf 
Chief 
Te ieations Division 


Enclosure: 
5 A fool poten 


Prom Legation, a. im 
. — Arebia, March 16, ay ee ii 


fhe Honorable 
Carl EB. Milliken, 

é Motion Picture Producers and 

Qo yp eMe Diatributors of America, Inc., 
oe 


28 West fourth Street 
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Office Memorandum 


To :DCR - Mr. D el: 
mom :TD - Mr. de Wolf 


SUBJECT : 





4, 
f "p, % 


The Department's circule ‘4nstruction 
of February 22, 1944 (file no. 800.4061 
Motion Pictures/409A) was drafted in the 
Telecommunications Division. It will be 
appreciated if all the replies are routed 
first to TD, which was entirely responsible 


for the action taken in this case. 


OW de 


Francis Colt 


TD: FdeW:RAS 


No. 131 frre 


+ 





Jidda, Sadi Arabia, March 16, 1944 


Saudi Arabia 









‘ — 
ei oa | EPARPMENT OF STATE 
ia. Vb | anh re 
repeal - : oy ae ™ ANISION we Ot 
>. PP | = 1944 H x MN ORMATION 1 REN, 
~ had ) A- = MYSMISION 5F lA oe +, a0, _ 
Ou . —. A ane Aut ae 
oe of SS g—Se cASicmw AtAIRG | 5 N fe 1942 Moy 
™ { Fo r’ by a eee pe 
we Honorablé ‘''' ti Prime S18 
c The Secretary of | State, nt ah Sa 
} .... Washington.™--- - --.*; 
Sit: ; 
Lt have the honor to acknow}edge receipt of the 
Department's cirduter-inatructiog of February 22, 1944, 


_'»file no. 800.4061 Motion Pictures/409A, requesting in- 
‘*" formation as to restrictive trends in Saudi Arabia 
re with respect to American Motion Pictures, and an 
u indication of the type of pictures most acceptable to 
b local audiences, et cetera. 


It is believed that the Department's instruction 
der acknowledgement has no application to Saudi 
rabia. No public showing of motion pictures is 
‘permitted in the country. There are religious 
gpojections to motion pictures which must be overcome 

“before commercial display 1% passible. Other obstacles 
-upre the poverty of the inhabitants, sparse centers of 
spopulation, lack of electric power supply and general 
esistance to innovations. 







Private projectors, 35 mm or 16 mm, known to the 
Legation are those of His Majesty Kin IBN SAUD, of 
{His Royal Highness Amir SAUD, of His #xcellency Shaikh 
~~ Abdullah SULAIMAN, of the British Legation in Jidda and 
of the Arabian American 0{1 Company at Dhahran. 


o 
© 





It would appear that the American motion picture 
industry can eliminate Saudi Arabia from its calculations 
for the immediate future. 


Respectfully yours, 


ames Be fiodse, jr. 


i we ; 
To the Department in original and hectograph. 
Ld tel 
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Subject: American Motion Pictures in Post-War. aml Rij 
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LEGATION OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA : 
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In reply refer te 
TD 


My dear Mr. Golden: 

I enclose for your information a copy of a despatch 
of Mareh 16, 1944 received from the American Legation at 
Jidda, Seudi Arabia, with reference to the motion picture 
situation in that country. 

Sincerely yours, 


Prancis Colt de Wolf 
Chief 
Telecommnications Division 





Enclosure: 


- Prom Legation, Jidda J 
Saudi Arabia, March 16, / fx 


1944. / dy, ; 
/ fins, a? al 


/ 


Mr. Nathan D. Golden / 
4 Motion Pisture init, / 
yo ‘9 /0R Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, 
1944P.Me Department of Commerce, 
apr 7 * c Washington, D. C. 
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MOTION PICTURE PRODUCERS & DISTRIBUTORS OF AMERICA, INC. 
28 West 44TH STREET 


New Yor« 18, N. Y. Nu 
WILL H. HAYS 





PRESIDENT : INTERNATIONAL DEPARTMENT 
CHARLES FRANCIS COE April 10, 1944 CARL E. MILLIKEN, MANAGER 

VICE PRESIDENT us = HAROLD L. SMITH, ASSOCIATE MANAGER 
saci proscenane f- PPAR. F. W. ALLPORT. Runoraan MANAGER 
GEORGE BORTHWICK . 


o 
TREASURER om 
2 
2 
% 
i 
“4, " 
MN QV, 
4 
Ny 


Retry. | \{LECOMMUNIGATIONS DIVISION 


)\ * 
Mr. “rancis Colt de Wolf, Chief, | , 


Telecommunications Division, NG AP! 
Department of State, i 







cI/SSYNLO!d NO! LOW 


Washington 25, D. C. | ofparrment\ 
Dear Mr. de Wolf: 
les. will acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 
nme 

7th/enclosing copy of despatch of March 16, 1944 received 

by the Department from the American “egation at Jidda, 

Saudi Arabia relative to the motion picture situation in 

that country. ff #£ 

; Very singerely yo 
aul je Vi 
ga (ilo 7) Lyf fd 
yen Manager 
~~ 
“Uv 
D 
= 
on 
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Res ee 
tae ina . 


LEGATION OF THE 


MENT OF STATE | 
UNITED STATES OF AMERI . 


2 | 
o 





; Wags 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia, April 22,, 294i. 


N AFFAIRS 
Subject: Receipt of 16 
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Ow eo 
Se 2 258 
> sw 
"Sa Tike Honogaple \WTstLOl Ctr 
ar > ie + \ORMATION Liais@ 
< 3 tai eens of State)” ye MAY *elegt | Ine 
re we 11 1944 
oa = Washington. 
Sir: 


I have the honor to refer to the Department's 
F, instruction no. 117 (file no. 890F.4061 Motion 
\y Pictures 27), dated March 2, 1944, and in accordance 
~ therewith to report that the 16 mm. motion picture 
\ oe projector, screen, apassnccing, and films supplied 
a es by the Department for this office were received in 
good order on April 10, 1944. 
A list of additional equipment required for the 
operation of the projector is enclosed herewith. 


Two sixty-inch Raven tripod sereens were 


o,/ssaunlotd NOILOW 190 °SO68 


received by the Legation nearly a year ago. These 


screens are not required and may be shipped to . 


another office at the Department's direction. . 


re 
. 


Respectfully yours, 


{_ Mr _f- 


mn 

in ©] 

; we 

ames S, Moosé, jr. 


closure: Ge ' 


1. List of poy ‘ 
\ operation of th egtor, as noted. saci 

To the Department in ozalid. 
124.2 
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Enclosure to despatch no. 162, April 22, 1944, 
from the American Legation, Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


EQUIPMENT NEEDED FOR MODEL 40B ANIMATOPHONE, 
4 pf 16 pain CIMEMA PROJECTOR 


Quantity Desoription 


1 pair 


Ke YY Ye Ye YY HY DD YP FY FY BY PP oO oO 


Phonograph turntable attachment, with supply 
of needles. 


Zipper bag for screen (52 x 72" Dalite Std.Chall.) 
1600" reels (16mm) 


Change-over electric plugs (round-pin type to 
flat-pin type) 


Craig Senior hand rewinds. , 

-750W 115B T12 lamps 

6.5 Amp. 5V Pref.Exciter lamps 
#19210 Photo Electric cell 

k" ens 

1-1/2" lens 

10-rt. screen (rubberized, folding wooden frame) 
#19513 rewind belt 

#16164 takeup and reverse belts 
Film gate cleaning brushes 

6L5G tubes 

Cond. 16 mfd. 

Cond. 8 mfd. 

Resistor 200 ohms. 

Cond. 1/4 mfd. 

20° extension cord 

Composition cover for projector unit 


Composition cover for speaker unit 


© A 


fo 
weed 


Officer in Charge of the American Mission, 
Jidda. 


The Secretary of State refers to despatch Ne. 162 of 
sd 22, 1944 ia tage the reeeipt of motion picture 
ipment provided by the Department and submitting a list 
additional equipment desired for use with the projector. 


All of the equipment listed in the enclosure to the 
oa under reference was ordered from the Victor 
h Corporation at Davenport, Iowa, which in- 
feraed rh: age ght on July 13, 1944 that all of the 
quipment wi the exception of the phonograph turntable 
pe oer enaele was shipped to the United States Dispateh. 
‘ Pte oe York on July 12. This Corporation advises 
phonograph turntable attachments will not be 
bent Rend for the duration of the war. 


B90F .4061 Motion Pictures/15. 
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TO BE TRANSMITTED 


AIRGRAM SENT 


Bepariment of State 


NO. 4— 45 Washington, 
TIME_2:00 PM Nov. 6, 1944 
AMLEGATION , 


JIDDA, SAUDI ARABIA, ee 
go you! rl] 


Your A-67, October 20, 1944. 
Six 750/ watt projection lamps being sent by air 
pouch, 
Ah eee 
a, 
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WAR AREAS 


ECONOMIC nivist sas, ag Att ~ | HH 


NOV 13 1944 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE oy 
ATRGRAM “enh 


UNRESTRICTED ; L From: JIBDA 
C 


Date: October 20, 1944 
Rec'd:octoher 25, 6pm. 
oe pam 
and fee wasn ef ER A a 
Ss bit Vj ‘ et- / Ow 
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A-67 October 2C, 9:00 a.m. Joe! 
, 99h alate (Tae 


Reference Department's Instruction No. 179 of 7°" jp). a- o 
August 25, 1944, regarding spare equipment for tse with cn 
the Legation's 16 mm. motion picture projector. mpr = 


It has become apparent that the variation in 
electric current in Jidda causes very short life of 
projector bulbs. The Legation has used its only spare 
bulb and is now operating with a bulb of less than the 
required wattage borrowed from the Saudi Arabian Mining 
Syndicate. The one bulb on order from the Victor 
ati eee Corporation, which has not yet arrived, 
will still leave the Legation with no spare bulbd or one 
to replace the borrowed lamp. 


It is therefore requested that the Department pro- 
cure either from the Victor ir ere Corporation or 
the General Electric Company six (6) additional projec-~ 
tion lamps and forward them by the most rapid possible 
means. Description of the bulbs desired follows: 


Mazda Clear Projection Lamp, 750 watt, 
115 volt, T-12 bulb, C-13D late alia 
Pf. base. Code 750T12P-115V 
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